
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “A Fall Tour of Thankfulness” is the name of our current sermon series, which has been rooted 
in Psalm 105 and designed to invite us into spiritual practices of thanksgiving. Today’s sermon, “Call on God,” 
is the second in the series.  You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00 a.m.   Traditional Worship 
  10:05 a.m.   Sunday School
  11:00 a.m.   Contemporary Worship 
    5:00 p.m.   Kids for Christ
    5:00 p.m.   Youth
    5:30 p.m.   Growth Groups
    7:30 p.m.   College Ministry

Monday: 
     7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts
     8:00 p.m.   College Growth Group

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Tuesday: 
     6:00 p.m.  Jubilee Ringers
     6:30 p.m.  Parent Meeting at 
                        Bowie
Wednesday:
     2:00 p.m.  Growth Group
     6:30 p.m.  Growth Groups
     7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

Thursday: 
     8:30 p.m.  College Growth 
                        Group

November 22: One Less Coat 
Drive and Operation Christmas 
Child Packing Party

December 13: All-Church
Worship Service and Meal 

December 24: Christmas Eve 
Worship Service

This Week: Upcoming Events:

Connections: Scribes of Hope
      Next week we will receive another traveling exhibit from CIVA (Christians 
in the Visual Arts) called Scribes of Hope. These professional exhibits ship 
to us in several large crates. It is a lot of work to put a show together, and 
we are always looking for people to help! If you are available this Thursday 
evening, November 12,  we would love to have your help with hanging this 
show. This will be the fourth show for us to showcase from CIVA. Each 
time that I help with one of these shows I find that I learn so much about 
the art community and gain a new appreciation for those who put together 
installations. In the past, our Growth Group helped hang a show together, 
and I found that we grew in our relationships in ways that can’t be done 
while sitting on a couch. There is something to be said about the common 
bond that comes through serving and working on a project together. This 
would be an opportunity to share stories, make jokes, and spend time with 
people you don’t normally see at church. If you are interested, please let 
me know by emailing me at jessica@aldersgateabilene.org or calling me at 
(210) 849-9122. — Jessica Watson



Bowie Elementary: Christmas Bells for Bowie

       Aldersgate’s local Christmas outreach effort just became even more local! For many years, this congregation 
participated in the Angel Tree ministry, providing gifts to children in the Abilene area whose parents are 
incarcerated. For God’s work in this ministry through all of you who purchased and delivered gifts, I say, 
“Thanks be to God!” After much prayer and discernment about the involvement of our congregation in our 
neighborhood, we are going to turn our attention to the needs of the children who attend our neighborhood 
school, Bowie Elementary. Beginning on November 15, a Christmas tree in the main hallway will be full 

of paper bells that contain information provided to 
us by Amanda Young, Bowie’s counselor, from the 
Christmas needs and wish lists of Bowie families. 
You are invited to take a bell, purchase the gift and 
bring it back to the church by Sunday, December 
13, so that Amanda and her team may distribute 
the gifts before Christmas break. Because of your 
generosity, Christmas Bells for Bowie will remind our 
neighbors in yet another way that they are loved by 
their friends at Aldersgate. Please contact Erin Hicks 
at (325) 665-5015 or ehicks@wtrc.com for more 
information. Grace and Peace!  — Amy Wilson Feltz

Youth Ministry: One Less
    One Less, a coat drive led every year by the youh at 
Aldersgate, is an opportunity to meet a basic human 
need, and to show the beauty of God’s love. On 
average, 100 students at Bowie Elementary are given 
a warm, fluffy coat to keep warm during the winter 
months. Each coat pocket includes a written note with 
three words that can be life changing: You Are Loved.
    Many times, we get notes back from the children 
with gratitude, such as: 
   “Thank you for my jacket. It keeps me warm. Merry 
Christmas! Love, N”
     “I love my new jacket. It is pretty. Thank you for thinking of me. Love, K”
    “Thank you for the beautiful jacket. It is soft and cuddly. Love, F”
    As each letter of thanks comes in, they all have the word “love” in common, which is exactly what we 
want to show to these students. Every year, our Aldersgate family shows support with donations to make 
this dream of One Less a reality. We estimate that each coat costs $30. Whether you feel led to support 1, 
5, or 100 kids, know that your donations go to keeping children warm this winter. More than that, you are 
participating in a movement of … ONE LESS! — Daniel Mathis 



A Fall Tour of Thankfulness: Call on God 
Habakkuk 1:2-5
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Lt. Dan: Where is this God of yours?

Habakkuk: How long, O God?

Job: I cry but get no answer!

The Name of God

God: I will be . . .

God: Where were you?

God: Be utterly amazed.

Continuing the Terr . . .



A Fall Tour of Thankfulness: Call on God
Growth Group Questions 

Week 9: November 8-14, 2015
1. What is your favorite movie? What makes it so? What scenes or lines do you find 
    yourself quoting? Why?

2. With what book in the Old Testament are you most familiar? Which ones are least 
    familiar to you? Which one could you consider reading in the next week or two to help 
    you make connections in the narrative of the Bible as a whole?

3. What did you hear in the sermon Call to God that you wanted to be sure to discuss  
    with your Growth Group?

4. How were you taught to speak of God’s name? How were you taught to speak to God? 
    Do you continue these practices? Have they evolved in some way? How do they inform 
    your relationship with God?

5. What are some of the best things you can say or do to offer comfort and empathy to 
    someone in your life who is suffering a great loss? What comforts you when you find 
    yourself suffering in this way?

        (continued on reverse side)



Growth Group Questions Continued
6. How do you feel about silence, especially when you are awaiting a response from 
    someone in your life? Why do you think silence makes so many of us uncomfortable?

7. Pastor Amy shared the Hebrew interpretation of the name of God that is given in 
    Exodus. How does this compare with your understanding of the meaning of the name  
    of God? Did you find it be helpful? Would you challenge this interpretation in any way?

8. Pastor Amy said, “Learning to call out to God, even in the midst of despair, destruction 
    and devastation, is an act of giving thanks.” Do you agree? Disagree? How might 
    viewing giving thanks in this way affect your daily life and relationships?

9. Have you begun your terr of thankfulness by counting your blessings? If so, please 
    consider sharing about your experience with the group. If not, could you begin today? 
    What would be the first thing on your list?



Children’s Ministry: Trunk or Treat a Huge Success! 
    I can not thank all of you enough for your support and help during our annual Trunk or Treat! The 
weather was beautiful, and about 1,000 people come to our church on Halloween to receive candy, junk 
food and fun, and, most importantly, your smiles and friendly greetings. It is such a beautiful thing to see 
so many people enjoying themselves and hopefully feeling that Aldersgate is a great place to be! I so much 
appreciate your willingness to start early and stay late to hand out candy, make popcorn and cotton candy, 
cook and serve hotdogs, supervise air castles, and clean up. Your service does not go unnoticed! I hope you 
enjoy these pictures from the evening. — Alayna Brooks

The Oaks: Practicing Awareness
     “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break 
in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” — Matthew 6:19-21
     Using the practice of Lectio Divina, Students at The Oaks last Sunday night considered this passage. 
Though these words were familiar to many of us, we all benefited from contemplating this passage. It is 
an important part of spiritual transformation to 
be aware of the things we value or treasure in our 
hearts. For many college students, life can be quite 
noisy, crowded and hurried. Can you relate? When 
these descriptors become the norm for our lives, we 
endanger our eternal treasures with fleeting passions 
like image, fortune or power. Unfortunately, these  
can unintentionally become our values, which is 
precisely why we must continue, in all walks of life, 
to engage in spiritual practices that help us remain 
and grow into deeper awareness of the condition of 
our hearts. — Kyle Watson



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw

Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette

Presence                       11.1.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $15,162.86
Received This Month-to-Date = $13,019.00
Received Year-to-Date = $648,444.61
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $39,220.76
Total Playground Pledges & Donations = $75,645.00

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 255
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 163

Total Worship = 418
Sunday School =  157

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To 
learn more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz at 
672-7893 or send her an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.



by Pastor Amy 
We invite you 
to read Margin: 
Restoring Emotional, 
Physical, Financial, 
and Time Reserves to 
Overloaded Lives by 
Richard Swenson. 
If you would like a 
copy, please call the 
church office at 672-7893, or make a 
note on the Welcome Card, and we will 
order a copy for you. The price is $14. 
Grace and Peace!
  —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

In the World                

Sun:    
Mon:  
Tue:   
Wed:  
Thur:  
Fri:    
Sat:   

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue to grow in our 
knowledge of God’s word.  

Numbers 23-25
Numbers 26-27
Numbers 28-30
Numbers 31-32
Numbers 33-34
Numbers 35-36
Deuteronomy 1-2

   Sermon Passages

     Chronological Bible Readings

Sun:    
Mon:  
Tue:   
Wed:  
Thur:  
Fri:    
Sat:      

Habakkuk 1:2-5 
Psalm 105:1-45
Psalm 18:1-6
Job 19: 1-7 
Joel 2:28-32 
Psalm 28:1-9  

  November is here, which means it’s 
Christmastime! Wait, that’s not exactly right, 
even if that is what it feels like when we walk 
into pretty much any store these days. 
     It may not be Christmastime yet, but here 
at Aldersgate, it certainly is time to prepare for 

it. Even before that season of preparation known as Advent begins 
on November 29, we in this community of faith will be preparing 
to share God’s love with our local neighbors and our sisters and 
brothers around the globe in several ways.
        Locally, we will be reaching out:
• By donating 100 coats to the children of our neighborhood 

school, Bowie Elementary, through our annual One Less 
coat drive, coordinated by our youth. (See Page 3 for more 
information.)

• By offering Christmas gifts to the children and families of Bowie 
Elementary through Christmas Bells for Bowie. (See Page 3 for 
more information.)

• By preparing our most delicious homemade baked goods and 
taking them to people who work on Christmas Eve and Day. 
(More details about this annual effort will be coming soon!)

        Globally, we will reach out through Operation Christmas Child. 
This missional effort offers us the opportunity to share the good news 
with children around the world through shoeboxes filled with gifts 
and life-giving information about the gospel. Donations of items such 
as small toys, hygiene products and hard candies are being accepted 
now in the cardboard boxes in the hallways. A more detailed list of 
suggested items will be found in the Aldersgate In Action next week. 
Each shoebox that we send needs to be accompanied with $7 to 
cover shipping and handling fees, so monetary donations are being 
accepted, as well. You are welcome to pack your shoeboxes at home 
and bring them to the church, or you may donate your items and 
come to our annual Packing Party on Sunday, November 22, from 
5-7 p.m. This Packing Party will involve the assembly of Operation 
Christmas Child boxes and the packaging of the coats for Bowie 
Elementary students that have been purchased through the One Less 
coat drive. A meal will be provided to nourish our bodies before we 
perform these acts of love that will nourish our souls and encourage 
our neighbors down the street and around the world during the 
Season of Hope.


